SERMON NOTES Dec 21 

Scripture
[bookmark: _koo67a7d351s]The Word Became Flesh
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light.
9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.
14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

Theme and Goal: Jesus was B                in the flesh so that we can be reborn as 
C                of the Father.


1. Jesus was born in the F                .


John 1:1 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 


"L                " meant the rational, divine ordering principle by which the world exists and through which humans understand God and reality.


“As St. Augustine put it, Platonism taught him that ‘the Word as God and the Word was with God,” and that ‘all things were made by Him,’ but it could not teach us that ‘the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us.’


John 1:14 
14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

The Logos is not an abstract force, but a P                . He was with God. He was God. He created all things. He gives life and light.


St. Athanasius - “God became man so that we can become [like] God.” Jesus 
R                the C                of creation by becoming flesh. 


2. We are R                as C                of the Father.


John is making C                as a way to teach us: “His own” VS “children of God” receiving the Word AND “C                 of God” VS “S                 of God”

John 1: 11-12, 14
11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— 14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

John 4:3-8; 16
3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again.”
4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!”
5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.”
John 1:13
13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.

The A                to become children of God comes from the Son of God. We receive this right not through our own spiritual strength but God’s authority and A                .


Romans 8:14-15
14 For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 15 The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 


1 John 3:1-3
3 See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when Christ appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 3 All who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.


John 3:16
16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 


Theme and Goal: Jesus was born in the flesh so that we can be reborn as children of the Father.

