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Mark 8:1-21
In those days, when again a great crowd had gathered, and they had nothing to eat, he called his disciples to him and said to them, 2 “I have compassion on the crowd, because they have been with me now three days and have nothing to eat. 3 And if I send them away hungry to their homes, they will faint on the way. And some of them have come from far away.” 4 And his disciples answered him, “How can one feed these people with bread here in this desolate place?” 5 And he asked them, “How many loaves do you have?” They said, “Seven.” 6 And he directed the crowd to sit down on the ground. And he took the seven loaves, and having given thanks, he broke them and gave them to his disciples to set before the people; and they set them before the crowd. 7 And they had a few small fish. And having blessed them, he said that these also should be set before them. 8 And they ate and were satisfied. And they took up the broken pieces left over, seven baskets full. 9 And there were about four thousand people. And he sent them away. 10 And immediately he got into the boat with his disciples and went to the district of Dalmanutha.
11 The Pharisees came and began to argue with him, seeking from him a sign from heaven to test him. 12 And he sighed deeply in his spirit and said, “Why does this generation seek a sign? Truly, I say to you, no sign will be given to this generation.” 13 And he left them, got into the boat again, and went to the other side.
14 Now they had forgotten to bring bread, and they had only one loaf with them in the boat. 15 And he cautioned them, saying, “Watch out; beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of Herod.”[b] 16 And they began discussing with one another the fact that they had no bread. 17 And Jesus, aware of this, said to them, “Why are you discussing the fact that you have no bread? Do you not yet perceive or understand? Are your hearts hardened? 18 Having eyes do you not see, and having ears do you not hear? And do you not remember? 19 When I broke the five loaves for the five thousand, how many baskets full of broken pieces did you take up?” They said to him, “Twelve.” 20 “And the seven for the four thousand, how many baskets full of broken pieces did you take up?” And they said to him, “Seven.” 21 And he said to them, “Do you not yet understand?”

Theme & Goal:
Jesus R______ Himself to us, are you ready to S__  Him?

1. The crowd saw Him, but the disciples doubted

The crowd near the decapolis had been following Him for 3 days without food. They were hungry for Him. He has compassion on them and gives them what to eat. Their approach is humble. Open Hearts. The disciples had just seen Jesus feed the 5 thousand yet they again doubt Him and answer Jesus saying “Where can we find Bread?”. Sound familiar?

The crowd seeing Him for the first time U_________ something that the disciples who followed Him closely S____ couldn’t comprehend

Ephesians 1:18
I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people.

What do you think the H_____ of the people in the crowd were like?

2. Jesus leaves the pharisees
The Pharisees approached Him to test him and argue with him. Trying to find fault in him, something to condemn Him for. Jesus displays His emotion towards them and denies Giving them signs upon demand. It always hurt Jesus to face people’s unbelief. He leaves the pharisees to their unbelief

What do you think the hearts of the Pharisees were like?

3.Jesus reminds the disciples who still don’t understand

Even though they have already seen Jesus feeding thousands and now picked up the leftovers a second time, they still lack understanding of who stands before them. Jesus warns them strictly about the leaven/yeast (spreading corruption) of the Pharisees (doubt, testing , demanding signs) and of Herod (Given to the worldly things, perplexed but unable to take action, hardened heart). And urges them to understand that which they have witnessed. 

Matthew 16:11-12
11 How is it that you fail to understand that I did not speak about bread? Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” 12 Then they understood that he did not tell them to beware of the leaven of bread, but of the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees.

1 Corinthians 5:6-8
6 Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump? 7 Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, as you really are unleavened. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 8 Let us therefore celebrate the festival, not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.


Blepete from blepó (βλέπω)
to see, be observant (watchful), behold, perceive, take heed, beware

Is the word used here both when Jesus warns them, and when He calls out their spiritual blindness.


We can’t see Jesus with our own S____, we need Him to E_______  the eyes of our heart!

Jesus is on the move! Will you follow Him by asking the One who opens the eyes of the blind to let you truly see?

Application:
Crawl - Do we see who Jesus is?
Do we understand what He revealed to us through his ministry on this earth? 
We can rely on His fullness to reveal Himself to us. We may never have been able to see him on our own, but like glasses help us see here, He has made it so that we can see, perceive and understand who He is

Application:
Walk - How do we respond to who we see He is?
Do we simply want to look at him or do we really want to see Him, be aware of Him? How does He change the way we live?
What is the only fitting response to the Christ revealed to us?

Application:
Run - How do we watch out for the leaven in our hearts?
Do we still find reasons to keep any areas of our lives unchanged by His grace and power? Are we letting in leaven in our hearts which can cause us to lose sight of Him?
Stay vigilant, beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of Herod, for even a little leaven leavens the whole lump. Let the blood of Jesus cleanse out every old leaven so that you may be a new lump.

