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1 Samuel 19:1-3
Saul told his son Jonathan and all the attendants to kill David. But Jonathan had taken a great liking to David 2 and warned him, “My father Saul is looking for a chance to kill you. Be on your guard tomorrow morning; go into hiding and stay there. 3 I will go out and stand with my father in the field where you are. I’ll speak to him about you and will tell you what I find out.”


1 Samuel 20:1-3
Then David fled from Naioth at Ramah and went to Jonathan and asked, “What have I done? What is my crime? How have I wronged your father, that he is trying to kill me?”

2 “Never!” Jonathan replied. “You are not going to die! Look, my father doesn’t do anything, great or small, without letting me know. Why would he hide this from me? It isn’t so!”

3 But David took an oath and said, “Your father knows very well that I have found favor in your eyes, and he has said to himself, ‘Jonathan must not know this or he will be grieved.’ Yet as surely as the Lord lives and as you live, there is only a step between me and death.”


1 Samuel 20:8-17
As for you, show kindness to your servant, for you have brought him into a covenant with you before the Lord. If I am guilty, then kill me yourself! Why hand me over to your father?”

9 “Never!” Jonathan said. “If I had the least inkling that my father was determined to harm you, wouldn’t I tell you?”

10 David asked, “Who will tell me if your father answers you harshly?”

11 “Come,” Jonathan said, “let’s go out into the field.” So they went there together.

12 Then Jonathan said to David, “I swear by the Lord, the God of Israel, that I will surely sound out my father by this time the day after tomorrow! If he is favorably disposed toward you, will I not send you word and let you know? 13 But if my father intends to harm you, may the Lord deal with Jonathan, be it ever so severely, if I do not let you know and send you away in peace. May the Lord be with you as he has been with my father. 14 But show me unfailing kindness like the Lord’s kindness as long as I live, so that I may not be killed, 15 and do not ever cut off your kindness from my family—not even when the Lord has cut off every one of David’s enemies from the face of the earth.”

16 So Jonathan made a covenant with the house of David, saying, “May the Lord call David’s enemies to account.” 17 And Jonathan had David reaffirm his oath out of love for him, because he loved him as he loved himself.

1 Samuel 20:41-42
David got up from the south side of the stone and bowed down before Jonathan three times, with his face to the ground. Then they kissed each other and wept together—but David wept the most.

42 Jonathan said to David, “Go in peace, for we have sworn friendship with each other in the name of the Lord, saying, ‘The Lord is witness between you and me, and between your descendants and my descendants forever.’” Then David left, and Jonathan went back to the town.



Theme & Goal:
E            friends may F         away; the T           F             is here to S            .



1. Friendship based on C                 is T                 .




2. Friendship based on C               is E                .  


1 Samuel 18
After David had finished talking with Saul, Jonathan became one in spirit with David, and he loved him as himself. 3 And Jonathan made a covenant with David because he loved him as himself. 4 Jonathan took off the robe he was wearing and gave it to David, along with his tunic, and even his sword, his bow and his belt.



Friendship is a relationship formed when two people discover that they share a common truth, conviction, interest, or pursuit and journey together toward it.  – C.S. Lewis



“There would be nothing for the Friendship to be about; and Friendship must be about something. Those who have nothing can share nothing; those who are going nowhere can have no fellow-travellers.”



A biblical friendship is not merely two people who like each other; it is two people who are traveling in the same direction because they share something greater than themselves.


SLIDE
In the Bible, a covenant is a solemn, binding R                established by O       , in which parties commit themselves to specified obligations and promises.



The Hebrew noun חֶסֶד (ḥesed) has a rich semantic range:
kindness, steadfast love, faithfulness, lovingkindness, or C       L           Covenant loyalty expressed through steadfast, self-giving love—even when that faithfulness is costly.



Biblical friendship is covenantal loyalty—an enduring commitment to seek another person's good, even when doing so costs us something, because our relationship is ultimately G              in the H            of God.



Q: Do you have friends with whom you share a biblical friendship marked by covenant loyalty?



3. The True King has become Y         True Friend.



John 15:13-15
Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command.  I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you.  You did not choose me, but I chose you.



Application Crawl:
The True Friend, Jesus, is here to stay.  Will you receive His Covenant Loyalty?



Application Walk:
A true friend is here to stay.  Who needs you to “stay” right now?



Application Run:
A true friend is here to stay. How is your covenant loyalty to Jesus, the True Friend, costing you?

