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Mark 9:30-50
 
30 They left that place and passed through Galilee. Jesus did not want anyone to know where they were, 31 because he was teaching his disciples. He said to them, “The Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men. They will kill him, and after three days he will rise.” 32 But they did not understand what he meant and were afraid to ask him about it.

33 They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he asked them, “What were you arguing about on the road?” 34 But they kept quiet because on the way they had argued about who was the greatest.

35 Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, “Anyone who wants to be first must be the very last, and the servant of all.”

36 He took a little child whom he placed among them. Taking the child in his arms, he said to them, 37 “Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me.”

38 “Teacher,” said John, “we saw someone driving out demons in your name and we told him to stop, because he was not one of us.”

39 “Do not stop him,” Jesus said. “For no one who does a miracle in my name can in the next moment say anything bad about me, 40 for whoever is not against us is for us. 41 Truly I tell you, anyone who gives you a cup of water in my name because you belong to the Messiah will certainly not lose their reward.

42 “If anyone causes one of these little ones—those who believe in me—to stumble, it would be better for them if a large millstone were hung around their neck and they were thrown into the sea. 43 If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life maimed than with two hands to go into hell, where the fire never goes out.  45 And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life crippled than to have two feet and be thrown into hell. 47 And if your eye causes you to stumble, pluck it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and be thrown into hell, 48 where

“‘the worms that eat them do not die,
    and the fire is not quenched.’

49 Everyone will be salted with fire. 50 “Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can you make it salty again? Have salt among yourselves, and be at peace with each other.”



Theme & Goal:
Greatness isn’t about S           , it’s about S            .



1. In the Kingdom of Jesus, greatness isn’t about status.



Mark 9:33-34
33 They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he asked them, “What were you arguing about on the road?” 34 But they kept quiet because on the way they had argued about who was the greatest.



Mark 9:38
38 “Teacher,” said John, “we saw someone driving out demons in your name and we told him to stop, because he was not one of us.”




Application:
What are you arguing about on the way? 
Where are you trying to be first?  
How do you accomplish your greatness?



2. In the Kingdom of Jesus greatness is about service.  



Mark 9:35
Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, “Anyone who wants to be first must be the very last, and the servant of all.”



It is not that Jesus doesn’t want you to be G           and F          .  He is R        how he wants you to be great and first.  Through service!



Mark 9:36-37
36 He took a little child whom he placed among them. Taking the child in his arms, he said to them, 37 “Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me.”


In the ancient world a child (paidion) had no legal standing, no power, and nothing to offer. The point is not a child's innocence or humility but the child's lack of S             .


To welcome (dechomai) is the language of hospitality: receiving someone, caring for them, taking them in. Jesus identifies himself with the lowliest person, and he identifies with the Father. The chain runs from child to God the Son, to God the Father. Greatness is found in serving those who cannot R          .



Application:
Who in your life has no status and can't pay you back, and how will you welcome and serve them this week?



MARK 9:42 
If anyone causes one of these little ones—those who believe in me—to stumble, it would be better for them if a large millstone were hung around their neck and they were thrown into the sea.



"Little ones" (mikroi) now clearly refers to believers, since Jesus calls them "these little ones who believe in me." The word "these" points back to the child in his arms and the outsider the disciples tried to stop. In context, it includes any believer without status, easily overlooked, or vulnerable to being made to STUMBLE.



Mark 9:49-50
Everyone will be salted with fire. “Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can you make it salty again? Have salt among yourselves, and be at peace with each other.”


Leviticus 2:13 required salt on every grain offering: "Do not leave the salt of the covenant of your God out of your grain offerings." The image is of disciples as OFFERINGS to God. Just as no sacrifice was presented without salt, no disciple is presented to God without passing through FIRE – the trials, suffering, and self-denial that come with following Jesus. 



Salt symbolized covenant and fellowship. In Numbers 18:19, God's lasting promise is called "a covenant of salt," and in Ezra 4:14 officials say they "eat the salt of the palace," meaning they owe loyalty to the king. Sharing salt meant sharing a BOND.



Every disciple will be refined like an offering through the fire of following a crucified Lord (v. 49). That refining keeps us "salty," distinct from a world obsessed with status (v. 50a). And it binds us together in covenant fellowship, so that instead of competing for greatness, we live at peace with one another (v. 50b).





Theme & Goal:
Greatness isn’t about S           , it’s about S            .



3.  Receive the G            of Christ so that you may S            .



Mark 10:45
For even the Son of Man did not come to be S            , but to S          , and to give his life as a ransom for many.”


SLIDE
Mark 9:31-32
“The Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men. They will kill him, and after three days he will rise.” 32 But they did not understand what he meant and were afraid to ask him about it.


SLIDE
1. How is the Holy Spirit comforting, convicting, and challenging you?  Name your nugget.

SLIDE
2. What does the Holy Spirit want you to do about that this week?  Name one next step. 

SLIDE
3. How can your houseChurch help you accomplish your next step this week?


SLIDE
4. Name one person with whom you will share your Holy Spirit nugget this week.  
